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Significance of the 

research  



West African 
Resistance 
fighters

 Colonial subjects of the French 

Empire played a vital role in French 

Internal Resistance (1940-1945). 

Map of the West African

French colonies

Confederation of French West 

Africa (AOF) and French 

Equitorial Africa (AEF)



Whites only 

victory ?

Image of french troops liberating Paris

General de Gaulle wanted a "whiltes only" victory

« Blanchissment » = Whitening

Source: British Broadcasting Company, 2009



Thiaroye Massacre 1944

Monument in which pays tribute to the WestAfrican

Résistant(e)s  shot at Camp Thiaroye, Dakar, Senegal 

on 1st December 1944.

Source:DMPA/A. Champeaux

Place des martyrs de Thiaroye, Bagadadji - Bamako, Mali



Building the database

Example file of a 
Resistance fighter 
from the official 
French state online 
database

Example entry 
from my database 
of West African 
Resistance fighters



Visual 
representation 
of the data 



Conducting research in the archives 

“Service Historique de la Défense” (SHD) military

archives  on the outskirts of Paris “Archives Nationales d’Outre- Mer” ANOM in Aix en 

Provence. 



Creating Profiles of West African Resistance Fighters 



Jane Vialle 

Source: Senat.fr.Source: Gov.uk 2017 The Crisis Publishing Company. 1950.  Senator Jane Vialle



From popular commemoration to state 
commemoration 



Thank you

for listening!
ml18fa@leeds.ac.uk@faridaugust Farida Augustine

https://frenchempireww2.wordpress.com/

https://frenchempireww2.wordpress.com/

