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Methods:
In the creation of this report, a group of interns and I examined a 
wide range of environmental policy research and model laws from 
other cities, states and countries. This report was designed to be a 
resource for policymakers in New York state and was organized 
based on the many sectors targeted by the CLCPA. We explored 
numerous policy reports, case studies, future projections and 
resources compiled by many environmental organizations 
throughout New York. We also worked with the Model Laws for 
Deep Decarbonization resource created by the Sabin Center and 
tailored it to New York state climate law. Our report detailed 
current climate initiatives already enacted in New York as well as 
recommendations for specifically implementing the mandates of 
the CLCPA. We hope this ends up being a useful resource for 
people involved in the enactment of the CLCPA as well as New 
York residents intending to learn more about their state’s climate 
programs. 

Next Steps: 
1. Expand the report as the CLCPA’s implementation 

process proceeds into the future. 
2. Track other successful environmental legislation or 

initiatives to be tailored to New York state policy. 
3. Communicate and work with the Climate Action 

Councilmembers in the process of drafting their final 
scoping plan due December 31st, 2022.

4. Hold the Climate Action Council accountable to the 
targets outlined in the CLCPA—especially the 
provisions regarding environmental justice. 

5. Research the development of new technologies or 
strategies involved in the reduction of fossil fuel usage 
to be used in meeting the CLCPA targets. 

Introduction: 
The New York Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act, 
referred to as the “CLCPA,” is one of the most ambitious environmental 
regulations in the world. Our research details specific policy 
recommendations formatted in a report for CLCPA legislators on behalf 
of the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law. Organized by section 
outlined in the CLCPA, the document details a wide array of measures 
the Climate Action Council—the body set to implement the CLCPA—
can use in the process of drafting its scoping plan. This report and the 
research that went into it highlights the complexities of implementing 
comprehensive environmental laws like the CLCPA while emphasizing 
the role of such legislation in our planet’s very survival. 

The original text of the CLCPA: 

Our report: 

Discussion: 
1. How do states properly implement ambitious 

environmental legislation like that of the CLCPA? 
Does the successful enactment of the CLCPA have 
implications for other wide-scale, comprehensive state 
policy, environmental or otherwise? 

2. How can we use the transition to a green economy for 
job growth? How can environmental policy ensure it 
prioritizes the needs of communities set to be most 
impacted by the climate crisis?

3. To what extent can states like New York legislate their 
own environmental policy outside of federal action? 
Further, how much can states compel their own cities 
or localities to obey statewide environmental 
regulations? 

4. What is the role of prevention or mitigation versus 
adaptation or resilience in climate policy? How do 
legislators focus on both ambitious prevention 
measures and the serious issues that are already 
happening? 

5. How does climate policy look different in cities like 
New York City versus the rest of the state? How does 
the relationship between New York City and New 
York state impact policy creation and implementation? 

December 31, 2024: 
Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
must finalize rules and 
regulations regarding 
statewide compliance with 
statewide greenhouse gas 
emissions limits.

July 2019: 
CLCPA 
signed into 
law.

January 1, 
2020: 
CLCPA takes 
into effect.

June 2020: 
Climate 
Justice 
working 
group formed.

June 30, 2021: Public 
Service Commission 
must establish 
renewable electricity 
program in accordance 
with CLCPA targets.

December 31, 
2020: Draft
Scoping Plan  
due from 
Climate 
Action 
Council.

January 1, 2021 –
December 31, 2022: 
Council required to 
hold at least six public 
hearings on the Draft 
Scoping Plan.

October 1, 2022: 
Department of 
Environmental 
Conservation 
must establish 
community air 
monitoring 
systems.

December 31, 2022: Final 
Scoping Plan due. Further 
State Energy Plans must 
incorporate the Council’s 
recommendations and 
plan must be updated 
every five years.

June 1, 2024: Strategy 
for reduction of air 
pollution in 
disadvantaged 
communities must be 
development.

July 1, 2024: Public Service 
Commission will require load-
serving entities to purchase 
adequate solar voltaic 
electricity, energy storage 
capacity and offshore wind 
electricity within timeframe, 
prioritizing investment into 
disadvantaged communities.

CLCPA Timeline:
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About the CLCPA:
The Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act 
of New York state is a groundbreaking piece of 
environmental legislation passed in 2019. The culmination 
of years of organizing, it mandates 40% emissions 
reductions at 1990 levels by 2030 and 85% reductions by 
2040. It details that 70% of the state’s electricity must come 
from renewable sources by 2030 and 100% by 2040. Most 
importantly, it has extensive environmental justice 
provisions; it requires at least 35% of the benefits be 
directly for disadvantaged communities. However, given 
the ambitious mandates enacted by the CLCPA, it is 
crucial the Climate Action Council—created to facilitate 
the implementation of the CLCPA—properly meet the 
targets set by the CLCPA in its scoping plan. This is what 
this report intends to detail. 

A large group of activists at the Albany statehouse demanding 
the passage of the CLCPA from June 2019; pictured: Jessica 
Ramos, NY-13 State Senator.

Environmental protesters in Albany in 2016.

Impact:
As this report was sent to policymakers directly 
involved in the enactment of the CLCPA, its policy 
recommendations have the potential to have a large 
impact. Given the importance of such legislation to 
the future of our world, research like this is 
incredibly necessary. As the CLCPA sets the tone for 
aggressive environmental regulations within the US, 
its proper implementation is crucially important. We 
are impressed by the reduction targets mandated by 
the CLCPA and are eager to do all we can to ensure 
they are properly put in place. 


