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Abstract

We study the nascent phenomenon of global Chinese civil society engagement. Instead of being motivated by increasing scale economies of
fundraising technology (Aldashev and Verdier, 2009), their internationalization has mainly been convenience and resource driven. Using a Poisson
modelling framework on panel data, we show that NGO projects abroad have closely tracked lagged official Chinese development work and
lending flows. Experiences on the ground, however, ditfer widely between locations and organizational capabilities.

Time to go out?

Chinese NGOs have first begun to internationalize in the wake of the CCP’s 2001 "Going
Out Strategy" (zou chuqu zhanliie) that encouraged businesses to expand operations
abroad. Their foreign engagements initially centered on humanitarian donations in re-
sponse natural disasters. More recently, activities have expanded to cover long-term
operations, including initiatives aimed at easing environment and social repercussions
of BRI projects. While having grown to around 100 yearly projects by 2015, international
programs are still relatively sparse, and clustered heavily in East Africa and Southeast
Asia.

NGO-project-years

Oto 1
105
5to 10
10to 20
20 to 50
50to 126

Fig. 1: Aggregate international Projects by Chinese NGOs and Foundations 2005-2020

Studying the factors that underpin

Methodology

We then consider models of the general form,
NGO¢;=exp(1GOV, 4_aq)+ Poclend. —q + xgty + ZZ6) + €4 (1)

where variable descriptions are as in Tab. (2) and indexed for country ¢ and time ¢.
xgt is a vector of country(-time) specific regressors, that proxies for the altruistic, self-
serving, and political incentives that NGOs face. For fixed effects specifications, country
specific intercepts . are added in place of time invariant variables z' to estimate within
effects and better account for time-invariant spatial heterogeneity. Due to the count de-
pendent variable, high number of zero values, and desirable robustness properties, we
mainly rely on Poisson fixed effects models for economic inference (Silva and Tenreyro,
2006; Wooldridge, 1999).
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Altruistic  » Relative economic, social, or environmental need
Self-serving ¢ Accessibility of resources and beneficiaries
e Agglomeration effects: networks, knowledge spillovers, and scale Discussion

e Convenience and human capital retention
Political e Soft power foreign relations
e Local political opportunism

Ultimately, the emergence of globalized non-traditional Chinese donors and organiza-
tions may offer new opportunities for recipient countries to further economic, social, or
environmental objectives. Yet, their entanglements with an authoritarian government
also posits new challenges ahead. Several caveats remain in our study:

Tab. 1: Theoretic Motivations for NGO Location Choice

(1) Country-level data does not permit us to make judgements on the sub-national de-
terminants of Chinese NGO presence.

(2) Due to the limited sample size, NGOs and what a project entails were defined widely.
This may favor smaller projects and distort relative activity.

Data

To do so, we compile a global panel (2000-2020) that includes the following proxies for

motivational determinants: (3) Operational location does not per se imply programme etfectiveness.
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