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At first glance, the tendency is to imagine that we are NOT dealing very well 

with this problem in Brazil. After all, we are a country of continental dimensions - 

about 8,516 million km², and with more than 220 million inhabitants, accommodated 

in 5,570 municipalities plus the DC. 

But just a short visit within the urban central areas (or the spatial center of rural areas) 

will be enough to highlight that the current stage is of a red alert: What are we doing 

with our waste?  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGeNw1qWl6MC3KHfbe-cWrMBcwG89F3v/view?usp=sharing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_and_dependencies_by_area


The idea addresses this old and urgent problem as per the World Bank, which 

associates environmental education, with aspects of urban, social and economic 

planning. And it is exactly the result that tends to worry us. Brazil, due to its own 

geographical constitution, needs more than ever to be strategically aware of this issue. 

 

 

 

When we are leaving for a quick observation tour in Brazilian cities, regardless 

of their size, it is already possible to observe in many points that - without a strong 

political will, the citizens' awareness and the search for a participatory solution as 

driven by some groups of Brazilian municipalities, the problem may go from a flag 

alerting to an imminent danger. 

Not long ago, the country signed a law forcing municipal administrations to 

deactivate the dumping of solid waste "in natura" in peripheral open areas of cities, 

commonly known in Portuguese as “lixões” (open city dumps), and to bound with the 

construction of modern sanitary waste disposal systems. Despite of the long time 

taken to comply with this federal legislation, only a small portion of Brazilian 

municipalities - despite the mandatory nature and the fines provided by IBAMA/ 

Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources, made a real 

progress towards implementing this model as a necessary for the advancement of our 

sustainability grade. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/urbandevelopment/brief/solid-waste-management
https://geology.com/world/brazil-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/brazil-satellite-image.shtml
https://periodicos.ufsm.br/cienciaenatura/article/view/42101/html
https://www.mondaq.com/brazil/waste-management/108050/national-policy-on-waste-management
https://www.mondaq.com/brazil/waste-management/108050/national-policy-on-waste-management
https://www.mondaq.com/brazil/waste-management/108050/national-policy-on-waste-management
https://www.mondaq.com/brazil/waste-management/108050/national-policy-on-waste-management
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazilian_Institute_of_Environment_and_Renewable_Natural_Resources


 

 

Nowadays, we find ourselves dependent on an archaic collection process, 

subsystems that are related to the infamous unregulated and open waste disposal 

dumps, where compactor trucks collect (usually two times per week) the solid waste 

produced in the cities – and sometimes transport it to a "transit" area, where they are 

later picked up by trucks from private companies - holders of huge and profitable 

income contracts and taken to another large dump (kindly called a sanitary landfill for 

some, but light years from this true). 

And for those who do not know yet: Brazil is the leader in the production of 

solid waste in Latin America, and is already one of the largest producers of waste in the 

world, with a yearly amount that averages 79 million tons of solid waste – 5th greatest 

unregulated waste producer country, while compared to other OECD developed 

countries. 

Depending on our characteristics - and our size, it will be necessary to work on 

alternatives that involve these three dimensions (government - education - society) 

and that can bring our cities to the level of integrated solutions such as school projects, 

the selective collection of recyclables, the installation of "citizenship plants" for social 

purposes, and even the reuse of organic solid waste itself for use as fertilizer (in a 

process known as composting), for example. 

https://www.baselgovernance.org/b20-collective-action-hub/initiatives-database/global-compact-brazil-urban-cleaning-solid-waste-and
https://www.baselgovernance.org/b20-collective-action-hub/initiatives-database/global-compact-brazil-urban-cleaning-solid-waste-and
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/geral/noticia/2019-11/brazil-generates-79-million-tons-solid-waste-every-year
https://sensoneo.com/sensoneo-global-waste-index-2019/
https://sensoneo.com/sensoneo-global-waste-index-2019/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000190898
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compost#:~:text=Compost%20(%2F%CB%88k%C9%92m,Compost%20is%20rich%20in%20nutrients.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compost#:~:text=Compost%20(%2F%CB%88k%C9%92m,Compost%20is%20rich%20in%20nutrients.


 

 

Solutions that, if do not end the problem of a huge and unfair inequality 

between the richest and the poorest – the large majority in the country, at least will 

help us to drastically reduce the environmental impacts of solid waste disposal in 

Brazilian cities, pointing to a north of responsibility for all committed with this issue - 

society and public administrators. 

And we ALL must learn from them. 

 

 

 

Need my contacts? Use the #FlowCode ABOVE  

*Linkedin profile at https://www.linkedin.com/in/jose-esteves-2a53127/  and feel free to 

connect by www.exponentialis.com.br 

 **An updated 2020 list of cities considered sustainable you can find in 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/urban-expeditions/green-

buildings/sustainable-cities-graphic-urban-expeditions/ 

***Want to hire my experience? I will send you a Resume.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jose-esteves-2a53127/
http://www.exponentialis.com.br/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/urban-expeditions/green-buildings/sustainable-cities-graphic-urban-expeditions/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/urban-expeditions/green-buildings/sustainable-cities-graphic-urban-expeditions/

