
ECONOMIC COST OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: 
DESK AND LITERATURE REVIEW

Part I:  Desk Review--
Trinidad & Tobago 

● Local Partners:  Organization for Abused and Battered 
Individuals (OABI) and Sherna Alexander

● Country profile: Trinidad & Tobago
○ WEF Gender Gap Index & Rating  (WEF 2021): Index: .749 

& Rank: 37/156)
○ HDI Index & Ranking (UNDP, 2020): Index: .796 & Rank: 

67/189
● Context
○ Sustainable Development Goals

● Legal protection system
○ International conventions
○ Legal policy

● Coordination Mechanisms
○ Police:  Gender Based Violence Unit
○ NGO’s  
○ Hotlines
○ Legal aid
○ Health services
○ Other related government agencies or initiatives
○ Activist movements

● Social/Cultural Norms
○ Contexualizing violence: history of colonialism, 

machismo & masculinity
○ Inheriting gender violence
○ Acceptance of violence
○ Common Help-Seeking Behaviors

● Resource List

Part II:
Literature Review of DV Costs

Individual State Business SocietyCivil Society 
Orgs.
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Working definition of domestic violence from the WHO:   "any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to 
women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life."

27 studies from 1999-2020 across 19 different countries that
quantified tangible and intangible direct and and indirect costs
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1. Methodological Standardization
2.  Inclusion of Transportation Costs

3. Time Frames
4.  Geographic Gaps

Barriers to Gender Violence 
Statistics

➢ Lack of infrastructure and record-keeping
➢ Highest need in under-resourced countries

➢ Weak demand for data-driven policy
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Inconsistencies in Measuring 
the Costs of DV

Analyzed specific cost estimate, time frame, cost inclusion, data collection process, and accounting method
Compared results across studies in the same country, societal level, and sector for each study[

An
al

ys
is


