Reflection

Reflecting on My Research and Leadership Experience

My research paper is titled:
“Underground Architecture
Typology as Crisis Management:
An Analysis Through Derinkuyu
Underground City” - posted on
Laidlaw Scholars Network.

Figure 1: Draft of my poster’s drawings,
layout, and colour palette.
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This summer | had the greatest opportunity to do my independent
research focused on underground architecture typology for crisis
management. The biggest challenge during this process was
understanding the audience — which was also my greatest learning
point.

The understanding of the geology in Derinkuyu and typology in
architecture were needed to fully understand the topic. My initial
drafts included lots of jargon and long explanations of those terms
within an academic context instead of focusing on the research topic
itself.

| decided to look back and reflecting on my writing: who is the
audience? After discussing this with my supervisor, we decided
to make the language of this paper directed towards the general
audience. So, anyone should be able to understand the writing without
having to look up field-related definitions. | ensured that | had multiple
images and diagrams to successfully communicate my ideas.

This not only helped me clear up my ideas, but also made my writing
more succinct and effective in relaying information. Similarly, | had to
obtain the same approach while visualizing findings in my poster —
making sure that the information and drawings were understandable
at first glance (Figure 1).
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Thus, one of my greatest learnings during this summer experience was
that the way you show information in your report is just as important as
its content — therefore, questioning the audience (of a project) is now
one of the first steps | take when starting something new.



Leadership and Self-Development

Independent full-time research required effective time management
and motivation. There were times when | would struggle to find a
relevant source or cut down words to fit the report requirements.
Moreover, balancing work and research was harder than | imagined.
These were challenges | didn’'t expect when | started my research.

However, by organizing my schedule and dividing my research into
smaller steps, | was able to overcome these challenges and utilize
my leadership skills to focus on my research (Figure 2). Thus, the
definition of a leader got another meaning for me as someone who
can lead themselves independently and be realistic about their
circumstances and goals.
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Collect iniial resources June 7
Annotated bibilography [erisis management] June 11
Annotated bibiiography [geological eatures] June 14
Annotated bibiiography (underground architecture] June 18
Thesis [draft 1) June 20
Introduction [draft 1] June 20
Thesis [draft 2] June 24
Introduction [draft 2] June 24
Background information [draft 1] June 26
History [draft 1] July 1

Typology [draft 1] July 5

Meet with Laidlaw coordinators July 8

Background information [draft 2] July 11

History [draft 2] July 1

Typology [draft 2] July 1

Future applcations [draft 1] July 12
Conclusion [draft 1] July 13
Application: typology drawings July 15
Future applications [draft 2] July 15
Conclusion [draft 2] July 23
Abstract [draft 1] July 23
Revision 1 July 23
Footnotes and Bibliography July 26
Tablo of contents July 26

Figure 2: My organization system for the Juy28

Revision2 July 27

research term. Rovisons

End research August 1

Overall, this was an unmatched experience for me where | not only
developed my research skills/lknowledge but also redefined my
definition of a leader - I'm very grateful for this opportunity.

A! LAI DLAW | would like to thank the Laidlaw Foundation for providing me with

FOUNDATION this opportunity to fund and lead an independent research.

Reflection - Ecem Sungur 2



