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We focussed on the Earldom of Douglas,
covering the dynasty’s origins, development and
collapse. We also discussed the role of violence,

iconography and propaganda in the
legitimation of the dynasty’s power as well as its

relationship to the Scottish crown.
 
 
 
 

Global Dynasties

South America

Rio de Janeiro  We discussed modern ‘dynasties’ in Rio’s favellas, covering criminal families,
the idea of succession from slavery and how the importance of family culture to

the favella’s residents is often overlooked in political discourse in order to
blame criminality on a ‘breakdown of family structures.

 

Scotland

Germany
 We focussed on a range
of topics, but centrally on

the dynasties of Medieval
Swabia and their
interaction with 

 monasteries such as
Petershausen. 

We also explored how
dynastic genealogies can

be appropriated and
misused, the role of

dynastic women within
monasteries and how

monasteries assisted in
the preservation of

dynastic ‘memoria’.
 
 
 
 

Germany
We discussed  European

dynasties in the long 19th
century. We observed how

the role of monarchic
dynasties changed in

response to political and
cultural developments and
how monarchies adapted

to the advent of mass
media. We also discussed
dynastic propaganda, how
royals saw themselves in
the 19th century and the
importance of the heir to

the throne to dynastic
politics.

France
In this interview, we looked at

the dynasties of Medieval
France, particularly in the

ile-de-France. In the course
of our conversation, we
explored how dynasties

legitimate their rule, how
various dynastic factions in

France competed for power
and the role of dynasties in
motivating peasant violence

during the Jacqueire Revolt
of 1358.

 
 
 
 

We discussed several historical Iranian
dynasties, examining their rise and fall, as well

as the impact that they have on
contemporary Iran.

We also explored how concepts such as
modernisation, revolution and nationalism
interacted with dynasticism during the Palhavi
dynasty and the relationships between Iranian

and western dynasties.
 
 
 
 

 We looked at the role of dynasties in
Middle Eastern state formation in the

19th century and why several royal
dynasties collapsed in the 20th century. 
We also briefly touched on the discourses

used by dynasties as well as those opposed
to them, civil military relations in the

gulf monarchies and the concept of fitna.
 
 
 
 

Gulf StatesIran

India (INCOMPLETE) We will discuss the meaning and etymology of dynasty and
explore how the concept interacts with others such as nationalism, martial

race theory and emancipation. We will then discuss ‘dynasty’s’ place in Marxist
theorising before drawing upon examples from India to examine how

dynasties interact with democracy.

India (INCOMPLETE) We will tackle a broad range of anthropological concepts focussing
on dynasty and kingship, focussing particularly on the idea of stranger kingship

and international dynasticism. We will employ both a local perspective,
focussed on Manipur, but also examine the dynastic connections that tie

Manipur to the rest of South East Asia. We will also discuss the importance of
ritual and symbolism in the construction of a dynasty.

 

Malaysia Thailand
(INCOMPLETE) This event will be a formal round table
including several prestigious public figures in Malaysia.

The individuals attending have yet to be confirmed, but we
will likely have three speakers as a result of Dr Wain’s

incredible efforts. I will be acting as the chair of the event,
which will be recorded or streamed by the Institute of

Advanced Islamic Studies. We will tackle topics related to
Malay constitutional law and the role of Malay

Sultans in contemporary society.
 
 
 
 

(INCOMPLETE) Whilst
still in the very early

stages of planning, this
interview will focus on

the dynastic
connections between
Thailand, Europe and

India.
 
 
 
 
 

Objectives: To gain insight into how hereditary
dynasties have operated across a wide range of

times and geographic locations.

Method: I conducted interviews with a range of specialists on dynasty, with the aim of creating a
public resource, accessible to a non-specialist, which explains broadly how various hereditary
dynasties have operated and their impact, both on their time-period and the present. 
The poster below summarises the interviews I conducted.

Professor
Michael Brown

Dr Nicholas Barnes

Professor
Alison Beach

Frank Lorenz
Müller

Dr Justine
Firnhaber-Baker

Professor 
Ali Ansari

 Dr Adham
Saouli

Dr Milinda
Banerjee

Dr Edward
Moon Little,

Kenedy Mutum

Dr Alexander Wain, Dr Mohamed Azam Mohamed Adil
(TBC), Jufitri Joha (TBC), Murad Murican (TBC)

Dr David Malitz, 
Dr Milinda Banerjee

Challenges
There have been significant technological and data protection
issues limiting the progression of my project. This has meant
that, while I have many of the videos recorded, I am currently

unable to post them. I am working on resolving this soon.
 

Additionally, the original output I wanted to produce (which
would have focussed on the role of dynasties in the present
day) required some of the later interviews I scheduled to be

completed. As a result, I had to select a different topic to write
on for the Laidlaw Foundation.

 

 Whilst this remains a project in progress, we
have identified a significant lack of research

into ‘modern’ dynasties in business, crime, etc.
We have also observed that certain dynastic

characteristics, such as an appeal to justice and
fairness, a focus on martial strength and the
centrality of legitimacy amongst others are

characteristics that have persisted in a broad
range of hereditary structures from the early

modern period to the present day. This
indicates that the future aim of this project, to
compare how hereditary power persists both

historically and in the present day, will be
productive.

 

Findings
I currently have a piece undergoing editing for the CSTPV blog, in it, I
focus on monarchism as a potential recruiting method for terrorists.
this project's future will hopefully be more high-profile roundtables,
similar to the one on Malay sultans that is currently in the works. My
supervisor is in contact with David Cannadine and we hope soon to

organise a round table on the intersection British imperialism and the
British royal family with dynasty. Once these are completed, we will
work on creating output on the role of dynasties in the present day.
Whilst I am still unable to publish the interviews I have completed, I

am hopeful they will be available soon. When they are, I will work on a
WordPress page to host them. That page can be found at:

https://globaldynasties.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/
 

Further research and publication

James Johnson

This project has been made possibe by the generous suppourt of the
Laidlaw Foundation and my supervisor, Dr Banerjee.


