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Left: Constance Doraiswamy, an Indian Christian student,

standing with her classmates at St. Hugh’s College, University of
Oxford. Photograph taken c. 1921.
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their influence extending even beyond independence and Partition in 1947.
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Yet what international histories have left out, in studying the British
sojourns of famous leaders such as Gandhi and Nehru, is that a significant
number of women with ties to Empire also attended these universities,
especially in the 1920s-30s. They were, moreover, hardly homogenous:
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Conclusions Student Backgrounds “Very dignified and

We trace the records of 134 women who attended St. Anne’s from the While these are by no means all-encompassing, the below charts help to
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Indian, Anglo-Indian (i.e. British settlers in India), British missionary from a range of different ethnic, religious, family, and educational
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An inaugural class of women at the Society for Home Students [now St. Anne’s
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students came from lower-middle or middle-class backgrounds on
scholarship (as opposed to from elite families), and would not have been b e : . .
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able to attend Oxford otherwise.

Within the archives, we primarily considered:
1. Student Registers, giving the names, birthplaces, families, and
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Graduate theses (D.Phil., B.Litt) written by these women Register, containing (at the bottom) the official entry for Seeta Ajgaonkar careers, coursework, and time at St. Anne’s College, scan i K o St Anne’s Colleoe Arch ) J Oxtord
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