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What is “Vaccine Nationalism”?

The UK and US
have enough

doses to vaccinate

250%

of their population

Vaccine nationalism can be defined as “the prioritization of the domestic needs
of the country in an outlay of others” (Lagman, 1). The dangers of this vaccine
hoarding are very real; if only a select group of countries can fully vaccinate its
population the virus will continue to thrive and mutate in unvaccinated
communities. As of August 27, 2021, approximately 5.13 billion Coronavirus
vaccines have been administered at a rate of over nearly 36.1 million doses a
day, fully vaccinating around 5 percent of the global population (Bloomberg).
However, 40 percent of all vaccinations have occurred in the 27 wealthiest
nations, vaccinating their populations 25 times faster than lower income
countries.

Who's guilty?

This issue can be attributed to a group of 13 countries: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, the European
Union, India, Japan, Korea, Russia, Switzerland, UK, and US. These countries are completely self-reliant in the
production and distribution of vaccines, aptly nicknamed “The Vaccine Production Club” (Roghani). This Vaccine
Club currently holds 60% of APAs and is home to the headquarters of all companies producing EUL approved
vaccines, as well as 91% of their subsidiaries (Evenett, 2). As a result of these factors global sourcing, production, and
distribution of vaccinations has become circular in nature; currently 10 companies produce effective vaccines, and all
are in at least one of the 13 countries. Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, and Novarax are headquartered in the US,
AstraZeneca in the UK, and Curevac, Medicago, and Sinovac are all located within the Vaccine Club (Evenett, 16).
The inter-dependence of the club extends to the ingredients needed to manufacture the vaccines, with over 70% of
the 444 manufactures of key ingredients located in the EU, US, China, and India (Park, 1). Furthermore, vaccine
producers import 68% of their supplies from within the vaccine club, growing a dependence between countries like

the US and the EU bloc (Evenett, 2).
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Why is this important?
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