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Central NY is a place of ebb and flows.  
Driving in Central NY, I see barns in the folds of rolling hills and quiet streams.  

The landscape in which the barns are sited in were carved by 
glaciers from over 50,000 years ago. The relationship of these barns and the land vary. 
Some barns perch on the glacial ground, others are dug in and hold the land back. For some the 
boundary between barn and site are blurred, the grasses and weeds weaving in between. Other 
barns are dilapidated and are folding back on itself, returning to the earth. These barns are often 
framed by traces of their past, broken tractors and rusted pipes that reflect to a time of use.  

It is through these barns that I learned that Central NY is a place of dualities: of nature and 

built, of preservation and dilapidation. 

It is easy to get lost in Central NY without these barns. As I drove down highways: Rt. 116, NY-
13, I learned to use barns as landmarks to get across the landscape. Some barns are bright red, 
with large X’s on its front doors, others have a tree growing in between, or a hole large enough 
to let sun in. Some have the names of their family painted on the outside. Some have a basketball 
hoop attached to its front, the barn no longer used for animals and hay, but for a family with 
kids.  

These architectures for storage, store more than just hay, animals and 
miscellaneous garage items. These barns store the stories of the 
people, the land, and the culture of Central NY. It is through these barns, I met 
the inhabitants of Central NY, from the smallest of insects to the biggest of four legged beings. 
These barns vary in age, some were built three generations of families ago, others were built last 
winter. 

The energy of the people, the land, and the culture can be found in these barns. They are 

stored in the Barns. This is the embodied energy of these barns.  
 

Vignette 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph 1: Barn Overlooking Central NY Topography 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: Embodied Energy and Site of Barns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clipping 1: Map of Barns Documented this Summer on Surficial Geologic Map of New York (Caldwell etc,) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clipping 2: Relevant Explanation of the Colors for Barns 
Documented using Surficial Geologic Map of New York (Caldwell 
etc.) 



Analysis Drawing 1: Annotated Map Clippings from Surficial Geological Map of New York (Caldwell etc,) 



Clipping 3: Annotated Geomorphic History of Central NY from Surficial Geologic 
Map of New York (Caldwell etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Analysis Drawing 2: Annotated Geomorphic History of Central NY from Surficial Geologic Map of New York 
(Caldwell etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sketch 1: Typology of Central NY Barnhouses, Relation to Site: How do they touch the ground? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Photograph 2: Barn on McClintock Rd, refer to Clipping 2 for information on 
Surficial Geology 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Photograph 3+4: Barns on Rt. 116, refer to Clipping 2 for information 
on Surficial Geology 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Analysis Drawing 3: Surficial Geology of Documented Barns on Rt.116 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis Drawing 4: Surficial Geology of Documented Barns on McClintock Rd. 
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