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The Barns of Central NY

The Barns of Central NY
Barns are architecture for storage. They store physical objects such as hay, animals, 
tractors and have embodied cultural energy. Embodied cultural energy is the total energy 
a building requires/acquires from its construction (ex. Amish barn house raisings), 
its stewards (ex. some barns have been around for generations), and what it stores (ex. 
animals, hay, tractors). By studying barns and their embodied cultural energy, we can 
learn about the culture and history of the people and places that these barns are sited in.

Documenting embodied cultural energy can tell untold stories and prevent lost 
cultural knowledge. In architecture, understanding embodied cultural energy can be a 
tool for architects to design sustainably for a place, people, culture, and society.   
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Image Series Above: Barns and the Road
Throughout the research, I would go on “barn drives”, the purpose was to stop and take photos of barns that I saw along the way. Most 
roads were country roads and interstates with speed limits ranging from 30 mph to 55 mph. These drives allowed me to become aware 
of the barn and its relationship to the road. These are four typologies I encountered often. Photos are in scale to one another.

Above Image: Donn and Maryrose’s Barn
In an event called an Amish Barn Raising, the barn was put up in one day by the local Amish community and Donn and Maryrose’s family 
and friends. The wood is local larch and ash. The floorboards of the barn is from the ash trees on the property, pictured above. 
The barn stores hay for their sheep and draft horses. They run a dairy called Northland Sheep Dairy. 
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Dilapidated barn 
sits directly to 
the road, starting 
to topple down. The 
road hides it well. 

Large front doors, scaled to the size of 
a vehicle, is an entrance directly from 
the road. Large font scales the side of the barn and is big enough 

to be read by cars that are driving 50-60 mph on the road.  

Typology of Barns

Barn is setback from the road. It sits on a manicured 
landscape ie: the fence, the field, the mowed grass, the 
flag.


