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The problem

Paper waste & Note taking behaviours
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Literature Review
● 1 billion trees worth of paper are thrown away/year

● Saving each ton of paper can save 17 trees, 380 gallons of 
oil, three cubic yards of landfill space, 4000 kilowatts of 

energy, and 7000 gallons of water.

Volunteer Observation
Reasons
● Habit

● Help memorization and understanding
● Easier to write equations and signs using pens 

Advantages
● Environmental friendly

● Convenient
● Automatic saving
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Final challenge:
To raise uni students' awareness in paper waste for revision and taking notes in 
Hong Kong, which is detrimental to forest and a waste of resources. Thus to 
change their habits to take notes and revise digitally.

Solution:

● use computer to take notes (typing)
● use iPad to take notes if students prefer written form
● download pdf instead of printing out hard copies

Tasks for volunteers:

● observe and analyse their peers’ note-taking and revision habits
● introduce and promote e-notes to their friends
● Electronic notes gallery
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                                    Problems
● Lack of information
● Lack of confidence
● Lack of awareness

Ideas
● Establish a social media platform 

● Set up an eNote gallery
● Recruit volunteers
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Prototype: Timeline

Week 3: recruit volunteers

Week 4: meeting with volunteers + introduction + observation + persuade 
(at least 3 people per each volunteer in following two weeks)

Week 5: report on observation + submit electronic notes (for gallery)

Week 6: showcase the gallery (sharing of different habits, other students 
can learn from them) + analysis of patterns of note-taking and revision 
habits of university students in Hong Kong
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Volunteers ● Sophie

● Sing Yin
● Hongyu
● Wendy
● Yunhao
● Xinran
● Jirawong
● Cynthia
● Jean
● Alice
● Jasmine
● Doris
● Victoria Yao
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conclusions

● Our project focuses on reducing paper use, by 
persuading university students to take electronic notes

● Our achievements including establishing a social media 
platform, setting up an eNote gallery, and recruiting 

volunteers
● We have learned so much about sustainability, 

leadership, community, and how to make an impact
● We would like to thank the make_sense team for their 

mentoring and feedback
● We would also like to thank our volunteers for their 

devotion



Q&A



Thank you!

For further questions, feel free to contact us at:
xinjiayi@connect.hku.hk

liujoana@connect.hku.hk

mailto:xinjiayi@connect.hku.hk
mailto:liujoana@connect.hku.hk

