Investigating Regional Identity
in Nation Branding and Nation
Building in Kyrgyzstan
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Summary- To understand Kyrgyzstan’s multidimensional regionalism, we must understand the ideas of the region and the ideas of the state that inform this practice. To understand

these, | found that it was necessary to understand the roots of these ideas— the ways that they have developed. All of these also involve a multidimensional aspect, where regions
are changing, contestable, coexist, and are open to interpretation. A conceptual link can be drawn between these areas. If states and regions are co-constitutive, so do our ‘ideas’ of
them, and their development. Policy, practice, and study should be more sensitive to overlapping social orders and foreign policies (discursive and/or instrumental) in Kyrgyzstan and
Central Eurasia and their importance in the construction of “identity”, by understanding the history and local understandings where they operate.




