A Systematic Literature Review
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= Aforced marriage is a union in which one or more parties do not (or cannot) consent
- to the marriage. _
\ | iAm e%rly or child marriage ‘Is any marriage where at least one of the parties Is
| ‘ . under 18 years of age’.
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* Upper age limit is recognised within Article 1 of The United Nations 1989
I Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): defining a child as ‘every human
¥ being below the age of eighteen years’. '
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» » Child marriage Is considered a form of forced marriage as it i1s widely acknowledged ECCO
that children are unable to freely consent to marriage. ' g
* The prominence of early, child and forced marriage Is substantially elevated in

regions of reduced economic stability and attributed to factors such as poverty, and
soclo-economic and cultural norms.

* Whilst there Is some disparity amongst worldwide jurisdictions on the legal age of
marriage, according to UNICEF ‘marriage before the age of 18 1s a fundamental
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b g - % Increased risk of abuse, detriments to health and welfare, and reduced educational

¥ opportunities are associated impediments of the harmful practice.

- Significantly, early, child and forced marriage is a recognised humanitarian crisis
that disproportionally affects girls. | gl ;
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* Consequently, ‘every year, at least 12 million girls are mar
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age of 18’; curtailing freedom and autonomy, increasing & nder inequality, and .
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