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Archive

a collection of historical documents or records
providing information about a place, institution, or
group of people
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» How does putting material held within archives

online improve the accessibility of history?
» What is the impact of this in local communities?

» How do local attitudes change after being

exposed to this online material?

» Why should funding be provided to digitize

archival material?
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National Railway Museum Website ¢ # M’ VS

Please spend approx. 30 minutes looking through the archival material

RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Please listen to the oral history of Betty Chalmers. A transcript is available on the *
website. https.//www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/research-and-archive/naroh

2 3 4 ] 6 7

Heard 1 audio clip O O O O O O O Heard 7 audio clips

Please look at the following photograph collections. *

York Carriage Works
D https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/cod17783/york-carriage-
waorks-collection-photograph

British Railways Eastern Region Headquarters, York - CO n d u Cted a S u rvey O n C h a n g e I n

|:| https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co233764/british-railways- . . .
eastern-region-headquarters-york-publicity-photographs-photographs I Oca I a tt I t u d es a fte r eX p I O rl n g O n I I n e
Gateshead and Darlington. Focus on the final 4 images. 1 I

D https://collection.sciencemuseurmngroup.org.uk/objects/co423015/gateshead- m a te rl a

darlington-collection-collection-of-photographs

= Used newspaper articles from
B founding years of the institutions to
establish previous local attitudes
Studied historical debate
surrounding validity of oral and
photographic sources (Portelli,
1981/1991; Seagraves, 2020;
Trouillot, 2015)
Researched political and economic
influences of digitisation (Ovenden,

M ETH o Do LOGY 2021; Thompson, 2017)
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Are you aware you can access Are you aware you can access Which collection of digital archival material did
archival material through the NRM archival material through the UoY you enjoy exploring more?
website? website?

Would you use the UoY website again
to explore the archival material?

» University of York Photographs
» University of York 50th Anniversary Oral History
® No @ Yes ® Yes @ No Betty Chalmers Oral History « Railway Photographs

= Jncrease in engagement when website was
easier to navigate o @ o

» Relevance of material determines likelihood of agg}/r?%des)/(g?ogs?htgzgﬁl\\/ﬂal\fvrﬁgtsgﬁal?
independent exploration

= Faced issues regarding diversity of participants
due to low survey response rates

= Removed the ability to assess accessibility for
minority groups

® Unsure @ Yes No

Which gender do you identify best What is your ethnicity or nationality?
with?

RESULTS

@® White British @ British British-French @ Tajik
® Female @ Male Non-Binary @ Nigerian @ British-Irish Irish

CONCLUSION

winehespect of ok oy g0 voueelven 3> Digitization improves community
interest and understanding of their
own history

» Demonstrates validity of oral and
photographic historical sources

> Lack of awareness within the local

- Hitorical mporsance of the ranays York community of free online
Has exploring these sites changed d rCh ive dCCESS

your perceptions of either institution?

> Perceived relevance of the material
to the individual determines the
likelihood to explore the material

» Lack of funding prevents accessibility
issues from being solved

*Yes «No
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