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A study by the U.S. Department of Justice found that 83% of individuals released

from state prisons were rearrested within nine years (Alpher et al., 2018).

AIms

However, a comprehensive analysis by the RAND corporation found that prison

education reduces recidivism by 43% (Davis et al., 2013). Despite this, the U.S.

Justice Department found that 40% of men incarcerated in state prisons did not

obtain either their high school diploma or GED (Harlow et al., 2003).

Methods

Interviews were conducted with eleven men. Each participant was asked about
his overall experiences with educational programming, the process of enrolling
in classes, how he perceived his teachers, factors that impacted his motivation
to take classes, what resources were available to disabled groups, and whether
he held a position in the prison. Interviews were typically 45 minutes to one

hour in length. Participants were ensured full confidentiality and anonymity.

Results

1) Identify consistent barriers
that prevent incarcerated
men from attaining or
completing education

2) Determine how each barrier
1s preventing educational

attainment

3) Illuminate preventable and
fixable problems that
encourage recidivism within
the New York state prison

system

There are ten distinct yet interconnected barriers to accessing education within prison:
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Conclusion

These ten barriers prevent many from attaining their GED, overcoming their

illiteracy, or amassing vocational skills. The circumstance of incarceration itself does
not create these barriers, but rather how DOCCS runs its facilities. Alleviating barriers
to accessing education within New York state prisons would require policy changes,

increased accountability, and funding reallocation. To learn more about this subject

and my research, scan the QR code and read my research report.
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