L EA D E RS H I P- I N —ACTI 0 N 2 023 Access to quality education is a right that every child should have. Known as the

United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4), education is crucial in

developing countries to break generational poverty and violence. This summer, |

KI N G STO N JAMAI CA worked with Jamaica Partners for Purpose to implement a holistic educational
[

program for “at risk youths”, aiming to provide them with marketable skills and

Self-initiated project with Jamaica Partners for Purpose

Jamaica Partners for Purpose is a non-profit organization
who's mission is to advance education in Jamaica through
volunteer initiatives and events aimed at underprivileged
youths.

Introduction

The Young Men's Christian Association, located at 21 Hope
Road, Kingston, Jamaica, is a brick and mortar educational
establishment, welcoming at-risk male youths into their
Youth Development Program, offering them another
chance at education.
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critical thinking skills.

SUMMER SCHOOL

| conceived the program around skills that are profitable to the boys on the long
term, including:  entrepreneurial development, basic computer coding on
Scratch, hands-on electronics project, traditional Chinese painting, arts and
poetry, emotional regulation/conflict resolution training, and guest speaker
events.

One of the things that | appreciated the most was the way each day started with a moment
of devotion. Even for a non-religious person, | think that taking time in the morning to give

thanks, be grateful and mindful is a great habit that schools around the world should adopt.

| think that a lot of school systems, especially in China, focus too much on academics and
dedicate too little time to mindfulness, and being at peace mentally and spiritually. Working
in Jamaica, a relatively religious country, made me realize that we don't make enough time
to appreciate what life has given us, because we are too focused on negativity instead of
being grateful for what we have.



