#RuralCollegeEquity

HELPING RURAL STUDENTS EQUITABLY ATTEND COLLEGE

SOCIAL MEDIA
ADVOCACY TOOLKIT
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About the Project

Despite similar graduation rates, rural students attend college at a much lower
rate than their urban and suburban counterparts (AASA Rural Equity Report, 2017;
Flora & Flora, 2013). In some states, this gap in postsecondary enrollment reaches
as high as 20% (Pierson & Hanson, 2015). This issue appears to have been
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, as the number of rural students filing the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) decreased by a whopping 18%
from 2019 to 2020 (FSA, 2019-2020). These patterns are especially prevalentin
highly competitive postsecondary programs (Byun, Irvin, and Meece 2015; Koricich
et al. 2018). The purpose of this campaign is to raise awareness around this
disparity, as well as direct rural counselors, teachers, and students to relevant
resources that may aid them in their postsecondary journey.

Action

As arural college access advocate, you are invited to join the Rural Schools
Collaborative in their one-week social media campaign beginning July 31st, 2023
and ending August 4th, 2023. This week marks the opening of the 2023-2024
Common Application (on August Ist) and the period in which many rural students
begin to finalize their postsecondary plans.

Using the Toolkit

Throughout the document, there will be live links to tweet out images and
information regarding rural college access. Join the social media campaign from
July 31st-August 4th, 2023 to raise awareness!

Spread the Word

Use the following images on social media to let others know how to getinvolved!
Remember to share the link to this toolkit in your post.
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https://www.commonapp.org/

July 31

Join me for the #RuralStudentCollegeAccess
campaign! When rural students attend college, they
acquire the education, skills, and experiences that ==
can lead to personal success and positively impact SEerORr
their communities. #RuralCollegeEquity

1. Click to Download Image
2. Click to Tweet and Attach Image JOIN US IN ADVOCATING FOR

3. Publish Tweet #RuralCollegeEquity

August 1

ATTENTION RURAL TEACHERS, COUNSELORS AND STUDENTS!

Are you a rural counselor? The Common Application
goes live today. Check out these resources on how
to encourage and advise students interested in Common App goes live

pursuing postsecondary education! Comnagg \ '
#RuralCollegeEquity N TODAY.
https://ruralschoolscollaborative.org/news/rural- #RuralCollegeEquity
college-equity-toolkit ¢ >

1. Click to Download Image
2. Click to Tweet and Attach Image
3. Publish Tweet

LET'S FOSTER ACADEMIC JOURNEYS AND CHAMPION HIGHER EDUCATION!

August 2

Testimony from rural students emphasize the
importance of their local community in forming their
postsecondary aspirations. Teachers, counselors,
and coaches have a unique platform to inspire

students to pursue postsecondary education. Empowering Rural Futures:

#RuralCollegeEquity COMMUNITY LEADERS ARE CATALYSTS FOR POSTSECONDARY DREAMS
#RuralCollegeEquity

1. Click to Download Image
2. Click to Tweet and Attach Image
3. Publish Tweet
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MVeVyIBo1CjWinSBttyFfKcwkDTEjJ_q/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MVeVyIBo1CjWinSBttyFfKcwkDTEjJ_q/view?usp=drive_link
https://ctt.ac/81ame
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TYv6ViYaW9ErAhrCtW30RFNC567qxD33/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TYv6ViYaW9ErAhrCtW30RFNC567qxD33/view?usp=drive_link
https://ctt.ac/74s9T
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10hcHYLkfL0Oagx7oszxGIdLXwH5_B4-l/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10hcHYLkfL0Oagx7oszxGIdLXwH5_B4-l/view?usp=drive_link
https://ctt.ac/T5oYz

August 3

Letters of recommendation for rural students are
shorter due to teacher and counselor shortages,
limited funding, and resources. To bridge this gap
and provide equal opportunities, we must increase
funding for rural education programs and
incentivize educators #RuralCollegeEquity

1. Click to Download Image
2. Click to Tweet and Attach Image
3. Publish Tweet

August 4

Investing in education is investing in rural
communities! As we enter college application
season, utilize these resources for rural counselors,
teachers, and students. #RuralCollegeEquity
https://ruralschoolscollaborative.org/news/rural-
college-equity-toolkit

1. Click to Download Image
2. Click to Tweet and Attach Image
3. Publish Tweet

On average, letters of recommendation written for rural students are

NON-RURAL:
584 WORD
AVERAGE

RURAL:
433 WORD
AVERAGE

than those written for non-rural students, in terms of
word count. For letters of recommendation written by
high school counselors, this disparity reaches

Kennedy, Lisa (2023), “From 7,000 10 700,000: A Comparative Analysis of Rural
Students: Applications to Georgetown University.~ Uttaque Unum, 1), 59-65.
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“For me, college is my ticket to understanding
and meeting the distinctive needs of my
community. It’'s an opportunity to acquire the
necessary resources and knowledge to make a
tangible impact back home.”

-SCOTT JACKSON, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY SENIOR, LIVERMORE, ME

#RuralCollegeEquity
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ruF2kaHZkWHb-iXWFQyeZCsZejGRgjh4/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14LDJMG2uEvK4T8rtn99BcTdbu94rM8Uq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ruF2kaHZkWHb-iXWFQyeZCsZejGRgjh4/view?usp=drive_link
https://ctt.ac/bfUdA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14LDJMG2uEvK4T8rtn99BcTdbu94rM8Uq/view?usp=drive_link
https://ctt.ac/eGU0U

