YOUTH VOICES FOR SUSTAINABLE FUTURES IN HIGHER EDUCATION -

a youth-led policy brief

What did we do?

We held a picnic participatory workshop at a park outside of UCL. We asked questions to
students about their experiences of learning about climate change and sustainabillity in their
degrees. Afterwards, we collaboratively wrote a policy brief based on our recommendations
for decision-makers in universities which is published on the UCL Centre for Climate Change
website (Zaidi et al., 2023).

Why should universities engage students in climate

change and sustainability policy-making?

« The climate crises demands an effort and change across all sectors of society.

« Universities are uniquely situated to develop an effective response to the climate crises
through education and research (Latter & Capstick 2021; Gardner et al., 2021).

« Young people have raised concerns on the current education system’s ability to prepare
them for the uncertainty of the future. Yet, their voice and impact is almost non-existent in
climate change and sustainability policy-making (Dunlop & Rushton 2022).

« Young people can make meaningful recommendations for sustainable futures in higher
education.

YOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS

We categorised youth recommendations
into three categories:

A central theme across all recommendations is that combatting climate change and the sustainability agenda must set an
overarching context for all higher education policy priorities and decision making. All universities across the UK should outline

. . . . . Implications and
their role of mitigating climate change and promoting equitable long-term sustainable futures for all.
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