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Background

e In 2018 which ranked India as the “most dangerous country for women” in
the world.

e In 2022, on average six rapes were registered in Delhi each day dubbing
Delhi as the “rape capital” of India.

e Scholars explaining these trends have studied the role an individual’s socio-
economic background plays in perpetrating violence against women.

e Chakraborty et. al found that social deprivation and lower socio-economic
status can motivate violence against women. Others point to caste
differences as the source of sexual violence.

e They fail to shed light on more recent incidents of gendered violence that
disseminate from young educated, upper-class and affluent members of
Delhi.

e Cases like Bois Locker Room indicate the prevalence of misogyny and
sexual violence in urban centres perpetrated by young boys.

e A 2018 study by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of the ministry of
Education reported that 171 out of the 188 universities mentioned reported
complaints of sexual harassment often orchestrated by fellow classmates

Key Insights

In order to socialise young boys into recognising the importance of consent, they first
have to unlearn patriarchal and sexist values that objectify and demean women. Often
such attitudes are adopted at a young age and a cognitive dissonance emerges as
children are subjected to one pattern of behaviour that upholds the status quo in
their homes and another at school which aims to dismantle that very behaviour.

e Patriarchal values permeate class delineations. Boys receive preferential treatment in
comparison to their female counterparts promoting a sense of entitlement and power
asymmetry within the society from a young age. Furthermore, rape and gendered
violence broadly are often described as being natural reactions elicited due to the
clothing or behavioural patterns of the victim.

e |nstitutional negligence stemming from the internalisation of sexist values and
corruption obstruct the path toward justice for victims thereby discouraging them
from speaking. Perpetrators belonging to affluent families have connections to
prevent the registration of cases and are able to bribe officials to ensure impunity.

e Film and art play an important role in socialising behaviour of young males. Item songs

in particular taint expectations of sex and relationships, cementing patriarchal and

sexist values in the minds of young boys which can lead to the objectification and
dehumanisation of women.

Content Analysis Reddit 2019-2023

Limitations

The research adopted only a qualitative methodology due to limited data on the
W hy D e lh i? 80 demographics of perpetrators of gendered violence and limited resources. As such,

Content Analysis on 15 Item Songs

70 data collection from social media sites offers only a partial view of the problem of
. . - . ol sexual violence and also operates to reinforce the negative experiences solely as
* Dethireported the highest cases of rape among 19 cities which Zg these spaces often are echo chambers reflecting a monolithic perspective.
had a population of more than two million. &5 There is no mechanism to verify the authenticity, accuracy and honesty of these
Delhi offers a pan-Indian perspective on gendered violence as it 20 statements shared on Reddit and control for any external factors influencing their
is the city with the highest share of inter-state migrants 10 l . - comments.
attracting students from different parts of India to attend 0 The content analysis derived from the study of 15 item songs does not suggest any
educational institutes in the capital city. S &&' & Qboe é\b-" \%@ correlation or causation between the'popularity of'thes'e sor]gs a}nd the direct impact
Delhi is the second wealthiest city in India allowing us to §“@ & é\\\'ﬁb é‘& é\o“\ L of its messaging on youth. The analysis conducted is primarily jcnangulated through
understand how misogynistic attitudes are cultivated among @@0 &L fé‘b\ +0,§‘° jche stgtemen’Fs mgde by the Corpmentator§ oq YouTube, Reddit as well as secondary
the urban-elite strata . & \(\0‘% 2 interviews of individuals belonging to the film industry.
R Future research combining vast statistical models to understand the spatial and

4 o o g o q o . o c
N demographic characteristics of rape in educational institutes and interviews to
dissect the relation between cinema and societal norms needs to be studied to
mitigate the aforementioned limitations.

Methodolo References
gy Basuroy, Tanushree. “India: Cyber Stalking and Bullying Cases against Women by Leading State 2021.” Statista, 2022, https://www.statista.com/statistics/1097724/india-cyber- A C k n O W le d g e I I l e n t
. . . stalking-bullying-cases-against-women-children-by-leading-state/.
° T h e researc h ad 0 pts a q u al|tat|ve fram ewo rk by con d u Ct| ng CO nte nt Chakraborty, Cflandri.m.a, et al. “Crime against Women in India: A State Level Analysis. -Document.” Journal of International Women’s Studiies,”vol. 22, no. 5, 2021.
. . X . . . Dandona, et al. Admlnlst'ratlvg Data Deficiencies Plague Understanding of the Magnitude of Rape-Related Crimes in Indian Women and Girls.” BMC Public Health, vol. 22, no. 1, ld l k t . l t n d m r tt d t th L d l F nd t n f r
anal‘ySIS On Secondary teStImonles) InterVIeWS and perspeCtlves Shared ég[dir?nfr;,pgelllr_\i];g%d h;lekall;_"erreslfo.rﬁ“Ind::iMos-tEz-:g:rozt;s.CountryforW0menwith I Wou .I e O Slncere y eX e y g a I u e O . e al aW ou a IO O
online as well as of popular Bollywood songs. i Today, 501 Locker Reom: 10 Things Yo Need t Know about ScandalThat Hae Rocke mdian Socl e ndiaToday, 2020, gyt nlatoday idiastory ol supporting my research and to my research advisor, Dr. Aparna Sundar, for
e The content ana [y sis of social media discourse on gen dered violence in :Z’Z.kfﬁéigﬂslsog’éﬁsef’v”tZiidNtecivkgfﬁvoon ?JL:;zzznf:slﬁ:;iarsﬂ?fnkji:_r:nET;Z:S,C;aS:;g:)al_é?x;i/_/zigig:eigrzsgize;jz?tiﬁi&uﬁﬁn/delhi-govt-345-new-schools- her unwaverin g suppo rt, kindness and gul dance that has allowed for this
opened-last-year/. Accessed 4 July 2023.
D elh i was sou rced p I’I m arl ly fro m Red d It fro m th e years 2 O 19 _2 023 on ;;;.r:\::_rirr:zeii;:tjccir;;i:;:j_ltaorlia/ev;ﬁ:_Zc;fglz\év_ieilllﬁr;:fdt?ﬁfcilr;h::jszsér:(f?;isriigizzzsgi?ort.“ The Indian Express, 26 Feb. 2017, https://indianexpress.com/article/india/mumbai- researc h to be com p l_eted .
. o o o or1re anwal, Sanyukta. “India: Reported Women Harassment Cases by Major Ci .” Statista, .
tWO Su b red d ItS name l.y: r/ D el.h I an d r/l n d 1a WI th 1. 9 mil l.l.l on mem be Is. I n Ettps://v?ww)./st;tist;.comZtgtisiics/vé33412/'—r|eported—cta;:es—won}:e'\:ll—Largs?r/Ti?filndis;/.t -
. https://www.statista.com/statistics/633412/reported-cases-women-harassmen-india/. Accessed 23 Jan. 2023.
total, te n posts an d 43 Co m m e nts We re se le Cted to b e stu d | ed . 167 Kawoosa, Vijdan Mohammad. “Delhi Has Highest Share of Inter-State Migrants.” Hindustan Times, 28 July 2019, https://www.hindustantimes.com/delhi-news/delhi-has-highest-

share-of-inter-state-migrants/story-QCYXSWInSYAJbNb25ljcPL.html.
1 Nadig, Vibha. “Majority of Indian Schools Don’t Have Means to Prevent, Combat Child Sexual Abuse, Survey Finds.” Theprint, 9 Mar. 2022, https://theprint.in/opinion/majority-of-
O bs e rvatl O n S We re CO d e d u n d e r 11 t h e m es * indian-schools-dont-have-means-to-prevent-combat-child-sexual-abuse-survey-finds/864776/.
Sarkar, Susanti. “Rising Sexual Assaults on Indian College Campuses.” Media India Group, 6 July 2021, https://mediaindia.eu/society/rising-sexual-assaults-on-indian-college-

e Content analysis was conducted on 15 “item songs” with 202 campuses.

. The Wire. “Nearly 20% Increase in Rapes Across India in 2021, Rajasthan Had Highest Cases: NCRB.” The Wire, 2022, https://thewire.in/women/crimes-against-women-rape-cases-
observations coded under 5 themes. india-2021:ncrb- : : : -
data#:~:text=Nearly%2064%25%200f%20the%20rape,the%2018%2D30%20age%20group.&#38;text=Delhi%200nce%20again%20reported%20the,the%20national%20capital%20i
n%202021. Accessed 4 July 2023.



https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-022-13182-0

