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It is obvious that L1 Mandarin influences L2 English
pronunciation significantly and sound errors are undeniable.
Reasons:
The whole interview process has been recorded with the . Mandarin has a smaller vowel inventory compared to English

approvals of participants.

- English has a distinction between tense and lax vowels, eg. the
vowel pairs /i:./ and /1/
. Differences in articulatory techniques between Mandarin and

Beat | Bit Bait | Bet Bat Pot But | Bought

Boat | Put | Boot | Bert | Bite | Bout | Voice English,

Heed | Hid | Aid | Head | Had | 0dd | Hud | Awed - Mandarin has relatively high and relatively level tongue positions
for most of Chinese vowels

Owed | Hood | Who'd | Heard | Hide |How'd | Hoyd --> Error patterns:

« vowel formant shifting

« vowel merger

No |Good| New | Her I Now | Boy « Formant transition

Be | Sick | Day | Get | Fat | Stop Up Talk

Figure 1: Speech Stimuli Word List (Vowel contrasts)
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