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BACKGROUND

e Nation building = crucial process in developing a strong and c
e Benedict Anderson argues nation states are “imagined com
e State-building as a process is never complete, issues relat

MY RESEARCH

Fillling gaps on views of the Kazakh population on
policies

METHODOLOGY
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national identity

esive national identity within a country
nities”
to identity recur in the post-Soviet region

eir national identity and current nation building

Kazakhstan Basic Facts

Location: Central

. . . B lation: 19 Land Area: 9th | t
e Interviews with a sample of Kazakh Aoy borciered byl S i o g
nationals via Zoom, transcripts RN fag ¥
were generated for analysis of b S o § i 5 Ethnic Official o
Composition: Languages: Religion: Officially
CO mm O n t h e m eS Around 70% ethnic Kazakh (state RecLlidr Islqm Hne
Kazakhs, with a language) and _ largest re'llgli‘n,
significant Russian (widely including a significant

FI N D I N Gs Russian minority spoken). Christian minority

Factors influencing national identity:

- Traditional news outlets are distrusted due to perceived biases and agendas.
- Social mediq, especially Instagram and Telegram, shapes national identity.

- Music, both Q pop and traditional folk, influences identity.

Government Policies:

- Support for promoting the Kazakh language and ratios.

- Seen as moving away from Russo-Soviet identity for cohesion.

- Government efforts need social media and civic involvement to complement.
Effects of Ethnic Composition:

- Tensions between ethnic and national identity.

- Fluid understanding of ethnicity needed to push past the Soviet lens.

- Some interethnic conflicts, exacerbated by the Russo-Ukraine war.

Language:
- Increased use of Kazakh in public spaces is positive.
- Bilin ism.i art of Kazakh identity.

kh in STEM, texts being translated from Russian to Kazakh.
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this opportunity. Thanks must be given to my supervisor,
ed.



