Amid Construction and Concessions:
Social-Ecological Impacts

of Indonesia’s Capital Relocation
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Overview

In 2019, the Indonesian government, led by President
Joko Widodo, made the executive decision to relocate the
country’s capital from Jakarta, located on the island of
Java, to East Kalimantan, on the island of Borneo, due to
economic and environmental challenges. Figure 1 below
shows a map of the current area designated for the new
capital, Nusantara (also referred to as the IKN), including
the full extent of the capital region area development and
the city limits (IKN Area Regency Administrative
Borders). In response to this change, indigenous
communities in East Kalimantan, academics, and civil
society organizations have expressed concerns about the
impacts of the IKN on land rights, political representation
and participation, environmental degradation, and
economic issues.

Children’s Book

Indigenous community partners from Pemaluan and
Mentawir have identified a children’s book as a priority
educational output for them. The goal is to preserve
ecological, cultural, and local knowledge of species, especially
those whose sounds are threatened to be lost, in a way where
this knowledge can be passed down to younger generations.

As a result, I am organizing and writing a children’s book
about community-identified species that bring value to local
soundscapes, both acoustically and culturally, and how they
might change due to Nusantara’s construction. The book will
also have an interactive audio component that includes
acoustic samples of the species’ calls. It is expected to be in-
print by the summer of 2025.
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Methods

» Literature review and archival research, using search terms relevant

to indigenous communities in Nusantara region and key locations or
organizations

» Qualitative analysis of four focus group discussions conducted by Drs.

Walker DePuy and Dr. Wendy Erb (July 2023) in the villages of
Pemaluan and Mentawir

Major Concerns

e Many local indigenous communities use customary law, adat, for

land ownership, so there is a lack of official documentation for their
land. Industrial plantation forests and mining company concessions
located within or near IKN territory coincide with the customary land
these communities, including the Paser and Balik peoples.”

Law 3 was created through fast-tracked legislation, with minimal
public participation or input, which especially impacts rural
communities in the IKN.”

Due to the IKN, residents of Pemaluan and Mentawir have expressed
worries about being evicted from their ancestral lands and becoming
unable to retain their agricultural practices and livelihoods. To avoid
eviction, there has even been discussion of transforming their
villages into tourist destinations.
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FIgure 1. Map of IKN boundaries from the Ministrity of National Development
Planning
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