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Introduction:

While decolonisation represented a seismic change 
for the political autonomy of states, its 
consequences for governance in Africa remain 
contested.

The study with which this research project 
collaborated investigates how Tanzania’s 
administrative power, particularly its bureaucratic 
capacity, was affected by the state’s transition to 
independence in 1961. 

This research project contributed in two broad 
ways:

(1) Undertaking original archival research to collect 
data related to bureaucratic composition and 
social outcomes in Tanzania

(2) Digitising and statistically analysing this data to 
understand how decolonisation affected 
welfare outcomes in Tanzania in myriad ways.

Statistical Analysis
Data on healthcare in Tanzania included the number of beds and admitted patients per 
region per year, whilst data on the judiciary and prisons sectors included the number of 
civil/criminal cases and inmates arrested per region per year. The tables below depict the 
expansion of these sectors over the examined period, as well as the average correlation 
coefficients between the number of beds and admitted patients and number of court cases 
and arrested inmates per region.

Data on these regions’ expansions were then correlated with data on bureaucratic 
investments into each sector in every region. A moderate positive correlation was found 

between bureaucratic expansion and welfare expansion per sector per region.

Archival Research

Archival research consisted of the analysis and 
digitisation of original newspaper microfilms, 
government annual reports, and original staff lists 
comprised of all civil servants working in Tanzania 
during the examined period(1954–1976).
The extracted data was digitised both manually 
using the Nanonets software and Python.
The most thorough datasets – on the healthcare, 
judiciary, and prisons sectors - were combined with 
bureaucratic data for statistical analysis.

Conclusion:
Welfare expansion in Tanzania was found to positively correlate with bureaucratic 
expansion, yet certain observations had no correlation due to lack of bureaucratic 
expansion over time. The greater study into which this project is integrated will 
aim to explain these inconsistencies using data on bureaucrats’ geographic 
allocations, qualifications, and other characteristics.
This project contributed to this study not only through this statistical analysis 
which supports the study’s hypothesis, but also by increasing their pre-existing 
database from 34,000 to 45,000 observations through the results of the archival 
research undertaken during this summer.
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