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Challenges and Realities of Safe Abortion Access in South Africa

Key Challenges:

Delays and Denial in the Public
Sector:

Unregulated Belief-Based Denial
of Care:

Alarming Consequences: |

In 2016, a university student in Johannesburg sought a legal
abortion at four weeks of pregnancy. She was bounced
between five public facilities, scolded for being sexually active,
and ultimately denied care because of inconsistent and
discriminatory facility practices. Unable to access care through
the state, she turned to a private provider and paid R2000,
borrowing money to atford it. When she discovered that she
was pregnant a second time, she did not bother to go through
the public service. Instead, she resorted to an unregulated

backstreet provider. The experience nearly cost her life and
resulted in her hospitalisation.
~ Case Study by Nontsikelelo Mpulo

Due to delays and systemic failures, 25% of abortions in
South Africa occur in the second trimester, which is more
than double the global average in countries where
abortion is legal. Nearly half of all abortions are also
estimated to take place outside the formal healthcare
system, increasing risks of complications and death.



https://abortion-esa.section27.org.za/south-africa/
https://abortion-esa.section27.org.za/south-africa/
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“The right of women to have
an abortion should always be
fully located and discussed as
part of the rights and the
transformation of society that

enable the complete
emancipation of women.”

Former Minister Bathabile Dlamini
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And that’s a wrap on

Mzansi summer
2025!
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