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Post 9/11 saw the world’s discourse on counter-terrorism change drastically, with the UK Government
opting for a preventative approach.
In 2015, a statutory duty was placed on all schools to ‘prevent’ pupils being drawn into terrorism.

This duty has been highly controversial, and has had an overwhelmingly negative response from schools.
This research paper focuses on whether the suspected disengagement from schools weakens the
‘Prevent duty’ has a counter-terrorism policy.
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Lack of individual risk assessments. This is
essential to ensure that the nuanced threat
of terrorism is accounted for.

Limited detail regarding the teaching of
British Values

Schools not using the new definition of
extremism, or having no definitions at all
Use of identical policy documents provided
by an external company

Most schools do have a comprehensive
Prevent policy, but the government could
improve their guidance on specific
definitions, teaching of British Values, and the
monitoring of school policies would improve
Prevent as a counter-terrorism policy
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