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Introduction

In the last three decades, UK little tern populations have declined
by 37% (Wilson et al., 2020). As the UK’s second rarest seabird,
numerous conservation actions have been employed to increase
their population sizes (Smart and Amar, 2018). Despite annual
employment of electric fencing, signage, wardens, and predator
control measures, UK little tern populations are projected to
continue declining (Wilson et al., 2020).
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practicality of conservation work 1s extremely difficult to
achieve. Despite this, little tern conservation efforts have trebled

breeding success (Wilson et al., 2020).
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