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Figure 2: A propaganda poster from ROK written Z2=2|HIS #ot= B3 0H=X}
2steffets 2lstof M= 352 XIX[st2H [Anti-communist patriots who want the
prosperity of our homeland, support those who fight for the liberation of
North Korea!]  Taken  from https://www.fmkorea.com/index.php?

document_srl=4242013128&cpage=2. Accessed on August 26, 2025.

‘HOW GOVERNMEN]T
REFUGEE EXPERIE

In one episode of Squid Game, Player 101 taunts Player 067, a
defector from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), to
“wave the North Korean flag” (Figure 1). While seemingly casua
remark reflects a deeper reality: DPRK refugees in the Repub
Korea (ROK) are often perceived as fundamentally different,
highlighting the broader challenge refugees face worldwide in
gaining acceptance. Today, 1in 67 people globally is a refugee, yet
many face resistance: nearly halt of global respondents in an Ipsos
survey support closing borders entirely to refugees.
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You’'re from the North,
so wave the North Korean flag.

Figure 1: Player 101 told Player O67 to “wave the North Korean flag.” Taken from netlix.com.
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Accessed on August 26, 2025.

METHODOLOGY

Case Studies
e DPRK refugees in the ROK (1990s)

e People’s Republic of China (PRC)
refugees in Hong Kong (1960s)
Sources
 Primary sources like posters (Figure 2),
newspapers (Figure 3) and polls
(Figure 4)
Approach

e Uses a case study approach, analyzing
primary sources to examine how local
attitudes shaped refugee integration
and how the interplay between local
attitudes and government policies
affected refugee experiences

Figure 3: Kung Sheung Daily News (May 20, 1962) with
headline K2 RVZER < REIRILIAZIFADREIZER
[After a night of cold rain and piercing wind, many sick and
weakened refugees were found this morning on the border

hills]. Taken from https://www.hkpl.gov.hk/en.
Accessed on August 26, 2025.
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<Figure 2-2> What is North
Korea to ROK
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RESULTS

DPRK Refugees in the 1990s
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o Defectors were seen as
e Language, cultural,
economic isolation

e Surveys (1989-1995) show many ROK citizens saw the DPRK as hostile or a competitor
e This negative view extended to DPRK defectors through anti-communist propaganda
inferior,” “lazy,” or politically suspicious

and technological barriers hindered integration - social and

> Defectors were recognized legally, but socially excluded

PRC Refugees in the 1960s

ties and a sense of moral duty:

Aligning with the government’s neutral stance, Hong Kong residents generally viewed PRC
refugees positively, seeing them as “long-lost brothers” due to shared cultural and familial

e Residents actively provided food, shelter, and support
e Newspapers like Sing Tao Daily and Ming Pao highlighted refugee needs,
reflecting public sympathy due to their commercial nature
> This combination of public support and government accommodation helped refugees

ikely

adapt successfully
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Figure 4: Taken from 19954 & #i—ifE B RAFFAETER [Results
of the 1995 National Public Opinion Survey on Unification Issues].
Accessed on August 26, 2025.

CONCLUSION

e Residents’ attitudes are often more
icies—l|ocal acceptance
one are insufficient

crucial than po
is key; policies a

e Especially in today’s era of FULL
social media, where opinions ESSAY
| VIA GR

spread rapidly, public opinion
should be taken into account in
humanitarian efforts
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