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Cornell Botanic Gardens is in the process of designing a
new garden, The Garden of Lost Hours, inspired by
Chinese, Korean, and Japanese gardening traditions. 

To find biologically suitable and culturally significant
plants from East Asian gardening practices to feature in
the new Garden of Lost Hours at Cornell Botanic Gardens

Assessing biological
compatibility:

Assessing cultural
significance:
Searching libraries at
Cornell for books relevant to
East Asian gardens, plants,
and art

Peony, bamboo, lotus, pine, ginkgo, plum,
and peach had high cultural significance 

Several highly significant species are
suitable for the climate of Ithaca. Several

species come in groupings for religious or
traditional reasons. All of this information is
necessary to design the garden layout this

fall.

Morgan, H. T. (1986). Chapter 7. In Chinese symbols and superstitions (pp. 108–131).
Matthews, J. (2018). Korean Gardens: Tradition, symbolism and resilience. Hollym.
Haruzo, O. (1987). The Japanese Garden: Islands of Serenity. Japan Publications (USA).
Kiani, K., & Khakzand, M. (2024). The structure, concept and identity of traditional Chinese gardens. Landscape History, 45(2), 101–120. 
Seattle Japanese Garden. (n.d.). Seattle Japanese Garden. https://www.seattlejapanesegarden.org/
Lan Su Chinese Garden. (2026, September 15). Lan Su Chinese Garden | Discover where culture blossoms. Lan Su Chinese Garden | Where Culture Blossoms.
https://lansugarden.org/
Portland Japanese Garden. (2026, September 22). Portland Japanese Garden. https://japanesegarden.org/
Jung, I. (2024, November 1). “Aeyangdan Garden” - New York’s first Korean traditional Garden — Korean Cultural Center New York. Korean Cultural Center New
York. https://www.koreanculture.org/special-events/2024/10/25/aeyangdan
National Botanical Garden. (n.d.). https://www.chnbg.cn/en_home.html
Seoul Botanic Park. (n.d.). https://botanicpark.seoul.go.kr/eng/main.do
Home | North Carolina Extension Gardener Plant Toolbox. (n.d.). https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
Plant Finder. (n.d.). Missouri Botanical Garden. https://plantfinder.mobot.org/plantfindersearch.aspx
EFloras.org home. (n.d.). http://www.efloras.org/
Plant Introductions and Releases. (n.d.). U.S. National Arboretum. https://www.usna.usda.gov/science/plant-introductions-and-releases/
Help, advice & tips from the RHS on all kinds of plants / RHS. (n.d.). Royal Horticultural Society. https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants
WFO (2026): World Flora Online. Published on the Internet; http://www.worldfloraonline.org. 

My biggest thanks to my supervisor Emily Detrick and the entire Botanic Gardens team!


