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Introduction:

In Pakistan, high poverty rates mean motorbikes are the
most common mode of transport (Zulfigar, 2020). Yet
women face stigma, harassment, and family restrictions
when riding a two-wheeler that limit their independence and
access to public spaces (GLM LIC, 2018). Recently,
however, a growing number of women in cities like Lahore
have begun riding motorbikes, challenging cultural norms
and creating new opportunities for mobility (Mujtaba, 2022).

Methodology:

This research focused on middle-class women in Lahore,
Pakistan. Participants were divided into two groups based
on their mobility situation: women who ride motorbikes and
women who are dependent on public transport or male
relatives. Semi-structured interviews and focus-group
discussions were organized with each category of women.
These were all audio recorded and then transcribed for
analysis. Participants have been pseudonymized to protect
their privacy.
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Research Findings:

« Female motorbike riders face harassment, social
stigma, and even violence, but many actively resist and
reclaim agency.

* Motorbike riders legitimize mobility through family trust,
spousal support, or religious narratives (such as linking
bike riding to women who rode horses in early Islamic
era). They also adapt to cultural expectations by wearing
traditional clothing.

 Female motorbike riders enjoy greater independence In
social lives while other women rely on “collective social
lives,” going out only in groups for safety and
acceptance.

« Work and education are more accessible for female
motorbike riders, who save time and costs, while non-
riders face financial/logistical burdens.

 Domestic roles: Female motorbike riders take on some
traditionally male responsibilities at home while non-
riders remain tied to conventional responsibllities.
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