THE LONDON SCHOOL Zara Noor
oF ECONOMICS AND : Madi Judkins

POLITICAL SCIENCE M FOUNDATION ' Supervis;l? . ;:::E:::J::tt,

LOSING FACE: ATTITUDES TOWARDS DEEPFAKE PORNOGRAPHY

QUALITATIVE FINDINGS

KEY RESEARCH QUESTION THEME ONE: REGULATION AND PREVENTION

Are legal literacy and gender related to attitudes
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digital tools. The rapid growth of Al has enabled a new form of image- of reducing harm. impossible.”
based sexual abuse (IBSA): deepfake pornography. * Effectiveness of legal and - Claire, 20
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* Individualising criminal responsibility leaves prevention and

collective harms of deepfake pornography unaddressed (Kira, 2024).
THEME TWO: AUTONOMY, IDENTITY AND CONTROL
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Individualising responsibility through moralising language:

QUANTITATIVE FINDINGS » Perpetrators were described as “disgusting, “creepy”, “sick”.

Our analysis:
A BROKEN LOOP: « Condemning abuse as aberrant is intuitive but rooted in
Legal knowledge lowers fear. Fear does not enable legal knowledge. androcentrism.
1028 e IBSA is facilitated by hegemonic masculinity (Berlin & Rollero, 2025),
units , , meaning perpetrators create and uphold the social norm rather than
Legal knowledge > Perceived legal protection transgressing it.
£
No E 8955 dnie THEME THREE: SEXUALISATION AND DOMINATION
significant  )&------- Fear of victimisation «
effect “Whoever is at the top of these websites, or owns them, is who
ultimately benefits, financially. - Lucia, 20
The absence of a statistically significant relationship between fear
and legal knowledge suggests that concern alone does not drive Gender in the public sphere: Participants were fearful that the
young people to seek out protective legal information.  Sexualisation is linked to profit, ~ sexualisation of women could be
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pornography - » Participants judge the law as inadequate, perceiving regulating technology
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emale
participants Recommendations: Hold platforms, not just individuals, to account. Criminalise
(b=-.41; p<.001). Have previously the companies that enable deepfake abuse. Develop support networks for
. Ay of men &xperienced online victim-survivors. Convict gendered crimes as hate crimes. Socialise and
il Please find our @ @ harassment of any educate young men. Treat digital violence against women and girls as a priority.
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