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DATA & CATEGORIZATION
¥ Can US hurt China?
ABSTRACT v Yes
This paper examines the connection between nationalist opinions and rhetorical styles in China through a case study of the public’s online response to U.S. President Trump’s ¥ China will win
imposition of tariffs on China 2025. The study observed over 300 posts and comments on three different Chinese social media platforms—Weibo, WeChat, and Zhihu—and selected 70 ¥ New China as a great power

of them to be analyzed. The study finds that nationalistic posts generally express the opinion that the tariff war will not harm China, or that China has will win/has won. They often use
arguments that cite China’s economic and manufacturing superiority, Trump’s and Americans’ stupidity, and China’s history. Rhetorically, these posts and comments exhibit a lack of
separation between the self and the country and are more emotive. Discourses that express the belief that the US-issued tariffs can hurt China and are unsure if China will win the tariff
war are further categorized into a nationalistic sub-group that supports retaliatory tariffs and a non-nationalistic group that does not. In the former group, posts and comments
generally suggest that Chinaisin a zero-sum game with the U.S., and many cited Trump’s fickleness and unreliability as to why they support Chinese retaliatory tariffs. In this group, the
widespread use of combative, zero-sum rhetoric again points to the popularity of nationalism in tariff discourse. In the group that does not support retaliatory tariffs, most users
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appealed to their personal experience of the Chinese economy to convey pessimism about their livelihood in China. The study finds that expression of strong nationalism is positively ¥ China has won
correlated with the use of emotive and hyperbolic language. Less nationalistic discourse generally does not support retaliatory tariffs and makes reference to personal experiences of ¥ Rational
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« Personally examined videos, post, and comments on Chinese social media posted between April to June, 2025. ¥ Does not support retaliative tariffs
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. 1. Opinion-based: the post/comment must express an opinion about Trump’s tariffs, rather than being purely factual or explanatory of the tariff conflict. v Discourse of the ordinary
2. Timeliness: the post/comment must have been posted between April to June 2025, falling within the U.S.-China tariff war time frame and that of the study. v First hand pessimism

3. Authentic/personal: the opinion expressed by the post/comment must be an opinion of the user themselves rather than bots (7KZ).
Personally translated the 70 selected posts and comments as a native Chinese Mandarin speaker and conducted close-analysis.
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comprehensive encirclement [of China]. Therefore, for Trump, confrontation has become the rational choice. nationalistic discourse, indicating the significant influence
of nationalism in Chinese society.
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