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INTRODUCTION
Dodger Stadium is one of Los Ángeles’s most iconic cultural 
landmarks. Yet the land it occupies was once home to a 
thriving Mexican-American community. In May 1959, 
approximately 1,800 Mexican-American families were 
forcibly displaced, enabling the construction of Dodger 
Stadium. Since then, the Dodgers’ cultural visibility has 
become deeply embedded within Los Angeles’s Latino 
community, causing this history to continuously shape 
contemporary debates surrounding Dodgers fan loyalty, 
institutional accountability and Latino identity politics.

As a lifelong Dodger fan yet a committed advocate for 
justice, the complexity of this history prompts me to ask: 
How do competing perspectives on the legacy of 
displacement shape contemporary debates 
surrounding Latino identity politics, institutional 
accountability and public perception in relation to the 
Los Ángeles Dodgers?

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1
Investigate how the displacement 
shapes contemporary public 
perceptions of the Los Ángeles 
Dodgers

2
Understand why activists, 
descendants of displaced 
residents and Dodgers fans have 
differing perspectives on 
reparative action

3
Inform broader discussions 
about the intersection of sports, 
urban displacement and Latino 
identity politics

METHODS

Interviews

Secondary 
research

Press and social 
media analysis

Melissa Arechiga
Ron Cabrera

Larry Cabrera
Evan Apodaca
Lydia Moreno

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS
Preliminary Conclusions

Next Steps

The interviews 
reveal 

disagreement 
not over whether 
the displacement 
was unjust, but 

over what 
accountability 

should look like

Reconciliation 
remains 

debated, shaping 
how participants 

view the 
Dodgers’ 

relationship to 
their fanbase

Activism and 
education serve 

as tools for 
mobilization, with 
Melissa Arechiga 

using social 
media to keep 
history visible

Internal debates 
reveal gendered 

dynamics, as 
Melissa described 

being labeled 
“difficult” and 

“aggressive” by 
men within the 

same movement

Spearhead 
initiatives that 

utilize 
historical 

research to 
foster 

dialogue 
within Dodger 

fanbase

Continue monitoring how 
the Dodgers engage with 

contemporary political 
and community issues

Transition to 
community 

programming 
through 
potential 

collaboration LA 
Plaza de Cultura 

y Artes
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